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THE OPERATIOBIS OF TEE 894TH TAlBH DESTROXER 
BATTALIOH (I1 CORPS) I B  THE BAT'PLg OP K M -  

SERIm PASS, 19-26 FZBE3JARY 1943 

IBITRODUCTIOB 

T h i s  monopaph covers tb operationSof the 894th Tank 

Destroyer Battalion (I1 Corps Troops) i n  the Battle of Kas- 

serine Pass, W a i a ,  19-26 February 1943, during the 

Tunisian Campaign. 

Prior t o  a discussion of t h l s  operatioa, it i s  desireable 

to  review for  the reader the events kslding up to  the period 

covered by this presentation. 

I On entry of the United Btatee into World W a r  11, the 

' combined Chiefs of Staff (BFitish IEhplre axid M t e d  States 

representation) was organized i n  Washingten, D. C. t o  plan 

and direct  the atrategie prosecution of the Allied combined 
! 

effect  i n  global warfare. The f i r s t  decision of this staff 

was the establishment aa f i r s t  pr ior i ty  the defeat of the 
\i 

European Axis and second the dele& o f  Japan. (1)- 
1 

Early i n  1942 the Combined Chiefs of Staff se t  r tenta- 

( '  t ive tmget  date for the invasion of the European Continent 

crossing the English Chanael i n  the smmer of 1943. (2) 

Stadies i n  the spring of 1942 of  the mmgower and eqnilapent 

required t o  launch and maintain a force i n  Emope r e v e l d  

that  these requirements would not be available In  eufficient 

quantity t o  sustain t h l s  tentative planned operation; there- 

fore, the Combined Chiefs of Staff s e t  b m k  the date t o  1944 



for the invasion of Faxrope. (3) 
I 

In view of the pressure placed on the Allied Wations 

by h s s i a  fur a second front and the psyohological reaction 

, i n  the United States and Great Britain to the defeats eaf- 

fered % the Allies, the Combined Chiefta of Staff planned 

the invasion of Worth Africa i n  the Fal l  of 1942. 'Ehia in: 

vasion wae t o  be b o r n  as Operation Torch. (4) 

Operation Torch had a number of strategic objectiveas 

1. Clearing the Mediterranean supply routes for use 

by the Allied ilations i n  the global war. 

i <, 2. % deprive the German and I ta l i an  nations of  food 

end materials frola the African mntinent. 

3. To provide Allied bases for attack on the aoutherrr 

.., Europem coast. 

4. To reconstitute the French Army i n  Horth Africa for 

use i n  the Allied effor t  i n  m o p e .  ( 5 )  

O f  pol i t ica l  necessity Operation Torch had t o  be carried 

oat by American forces inaamach as the coloaial Frenchan held 

mixed feeling toward Great B r i t -  f o r  i t s  recognition of the 

"F'ree French ~ovement" under General Charles de Wile and not 

of the "French Liberation ~toveaent" i n  ilorth Afriaa under 

General Hem1 G i r d .  Ihre to  personality clash between the 

tao French Geltsrals, it was considered tha t  the American ef- 

f o r t  would be more szracesafnl i n  welding the French movements 

together. (6) 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower mas naued as ao 

ohief for Operation Torah ndth his Allied Force Beadquarters 

established i n  London &ring the planning phaee. The plsa 



fo r  this operation designated the capture of Casablanoa in 

French Morroco by the Western Taak Force under eomrmemd of 

M S J 0 r  Oenerel George 8, Patton to  be l i f t e d  frat the United 
\ 

States; the Center Task Force W e r  comm@ of Major Genera 

/ Llo* B, Fredenaall to  be l i f t e d  f rom the Bri t ish I s l e  to  

\- 
eqt;llre &an, a g e r i a ;  the Eastern Task Force ander command 

. ' of Major General Charles W. Ryaer to be l i f t e d  from the Bri t ish 
\\ , ' \  

\\ 
\3' 1' I s l e s  t o  capture Algiera, dlgeria. The Oenter au& Western 

' 
Task Forces consisted solely of American Army Troops whereas 

i the Eastern Task Force was composed of half Bglerican and half 
" 1 -  

Bri t i sh  Troops. On capture of the initial objeatives the :x 
Center an8 Western Task Force were t o  unite to copBter any at- 

tack that  might be launohed by the Axis powers thm S p a  

and Spanish Morrooo. The Western Task Force after the caphve 

of Algiers was t o  pass to the command of Lieutenant General 

Sir  Kenneth A. a, Arderson ( B r )  as the Bri t ish mrat for  

a thrust  into Rmisia t o  capture the port towns of B i ~ e r k  

and w s .  ( 7 )  

A t  dawn of 8 I i o v d e r  1942, a l l  three task forces began 

landings on their  objectives end by 10 Blovemrber had talren 

thei r  objectives. (8) The Western and Center Task Forces 

moved to  seam& the Spanish Horroco border. The Eastern 

Task Force became the Bpitish First under Ueutenant 

Generd Anderson. U n i t s  of the Bri t ish F i r s t  seized by 

joint sea and airborne attacks the p o ~ t  t oms  of w i b  

(11 Iiovember), Bone (12 Mwember) and Dj idje l l i  (13 Ho~mber). 

m e  force taking Bone moved eastward dong the coastal *ad 



to  take Tabarka on 15 November; moved on t o  llj. Abi@.d by 

the 17th there joining with a small French farce from Soale 

e l  Arba. %re forward movement was halted by inererasing 

en- resistance and the lack of supplies and troupe to  

maintain momentam. Movement of  supplies a d  troops was 

o r i t i c a l  dtze t o  poor road and r d l  systms into Tunisia. 

Resupply w a s  further handioapped by the ar r ival  of the rariay 

season vhich begins i n  Hoveaber and extends through to Pebm- 

a ~ y .  Eve- mecans was used t o  build up the Bri t ish - s t  lray 

i n  an effozt to take Bieerb  and 'funis before Christmas. The 

offensive bogged doaa i n  the 'Pnnieian arod and was halts& by 

Qeneral Eisenhower on 24 December 1942. ( 9 )  

& w i g  Jariuary of 1943 the race to build up forces and 

supplies by the Allied and Axis powers was i n  f a l l  swing. 

The Axis held the &vantages i n  th is  race beoause of the shorter 

supply routes and a l l  reather a i r f ie lds  held around Blo;er% 

aad 'Pnnis. (10) 
\ 

The offensive up t o  this t i s e  had been earried out by 

mixed American, Bri t ish and henoh units. During this l u l l  

i n  hos t i l i t i e s  a sorting out of units mas undertaken with ths 

aasigmtwnt of sectors to  sach of the nations involved. The 

Brit ish V Corps was assigned the northern Seotor on an 80 mile 

front, fhe French XIX the center seetor on a 50 mils front sod 

the lbaerican I1 C b r p s  the santbem sector on a 150 mlle front. 

By 14 February 1943, the front  l i ne  was as &om i n  l a p  B. (11) 

The Oersaan Brmy m e r  Field PIasrhall R m e l  had been driven 

bmk f r o m  Egypt by the BriUsh Eighth Orag and was prepared for  

a defensivcl stand on the Yereth l ine* (See UD B) (12) 



THE QEMER& SITUATIOE 

Early i n  February Allied intelligence mticipated an a t -  

tack by a strong German force tbru Bondgr@s Pass between the 

bench aud American sectors. (13) Allied troops were oon- 

centrated i n  this area to s top  the attack. The QeFlraen attaak 

developed on 14 Pebrnary from Paid Pass agdnst  positions 

.? l ight ly  held by the 168th ROT of the 34th Division and CCA 

$ of  the' 1st Armored Division. By 17 R b r u . ~  the h e r l e a n  units 

-- had been driven back to &*itla* A secondary attack was 

\ 

t? 
launched fbrther south against Gafsa which drove to E'erfam -- 

\ and l ' lhpte  by the 17th. (14) 

On 16 February, General llnderson ordered the I1 Corpa 

to hold on a defensive l i ne  along the Western Dorsal mollntain 

Pawe. (15) 

DISPOSITIOH AbD P W  OF THB AF4ERICA.B I1 CORPS 

To carry out the defense order gives to I1 Corps, the 

Corps plan called fop the defense of  the Kasserine and Bon 

Chebka pasees which were the only two avenges of agproaah t h  

the Western Dorsa l  i n  the Corps sector. The 1st IZIfant~y MVi- 

aion ( less  18th CT) with supporting troops was assigned the 

defensive mission, nhile the 1st Armored Division was to COB- 

oentrake i n  the vicinity of Tebemsa to reorganize and re& 

to oonstitnte a mobile force available to stop a break tb r t l  

i n  the Western Dorsal defense. During the period or 14-19 

~ebru&y, the American forces had l o s t  approxlmatelg 117 

tanka, 38 towed and self-propelled a r t i u e q  pieces, 303 



wheeled and half-treclk vehicles, and from 1500 t o  2000 men. 

(16) From these figrrres i t  i s  readily -parent the need of 

reorganizing and re-equipping the only nrobile striking force 

a t  this c r i t i c a l  t ime. The bulk of the 1st Infantry Division 

was concentrated at  Bon Chebka leaving only a mall foroe known 

as Stmk force t o  defend Gsserine Pass. Stark Force consisted 

of the 26th CT ( less  2nd and 3rd Battslions) 19th Combat 

Bn$inee~ Battalion ( less  1 Company) Ompanlea L and K of the 

39th Infantry (9th Division) and the 33rd P A Battalion. Thla 

a m a l l  force w a s  attacked by patrols i n  fome of the Geman 

WSEiRIBE - PASS 11M) VALLEY TBRRMHl 

Kaaserine Pass i s  fomed by the Oued Hatob which rans 

through the Western Dorsal range 6 miles northwest of the town 

of Kaseerine. The two shoulders of the pass tower approxiaately 

1500-2000 fee t  above the floor of Kaseerine Valley. The floor 

of Kaaaerine Valley i s  prmt ica l ly  f l a t  divided by the Oud 

Hatob which runs t o  the west through the center of the valley 

an& i s  criseeroseed by nmerous wadis which run i n  a north- 

south direction. The valley i s  completely anrronncled by 

mountains l ight ly  covered with scmb growth. The road fram 

the town of  Kaaserine to the west forks a t  the east of Kaa- 

serine Pass3 the north branch m s  through the valley t o  the 

north toward mala and LeKef, the other through the valley to 

the west t o  HaifIra and Tebessa. (18) These roads being con- 

structed of cmshed rock and clay were i n  poop condition due 

t o  the haw ra ins  and milit- krafiic. 



ORQAIIIZATIOX OF TElE 894TH TAHK DESTROYER BATT6LlOgl 

The battalion was organihed into f ive companies; Bead- 

quarters Company, Reconnaissance Company, 3 gun compan$es:A, B, 

and C. The Headquarters Golapany contained the a b i n i s t r a t i t e  

and service elements of the battalion. The Reconnaissance 

Cmpany had one pioneer platoon and three reconnalssanee 

platoons equipped with motorcycles, 1/4 ton end half -,track 

vehicles. The gun oompanlea each had two heavy TD Platoons 

equipped with half-tracks mounting 75 guns and one l i gh t  

platoon eqnipped with t h e  3/4 Ton Weapons Carriers saounting 

37 mm guns. Each of the gun platoons had i t s  o m  security 

squad mounted i n  1/4 ton vehioles. (19) 

SITUATIOH OF THE 894m TBBlg DESTROXXR BATTALIOB 

The battalion cloaed i n  a hea- forrest  area 10 &lea 

east  of Tebassa on the afternoon of 19 February 1943, cam- 

pleted a four day motor march from Oran, Algeria. Oa arr ival  

i n  the bivouac area the uni t  was informed that it would reaPSn 

i n  Corps reserve for  approximately 48 hours and r a a  directed 

t o  prepare for  combat action. (20) 

A t  approxkately 1900 hours, 19 February, the battalion 

commander was called t o  Corps Headquarters t o  'be briefed --- on 

the situation and to  receive a movement order. In the 

absence of  the battalion commander, every man of the battalion 

(19) Per so nal knowledge 
(20) Permnal knowledge 

10 



was pressed i n t o  action t o  place aJ1 e q u i p e n t  i n  c o d a t  

readiness. dn hour l a t e r  the ba t ta l ion  comiander retarned .- 
w i t h  the mission t o  reconnoiter eas t  of D j  Hamra i n  the Kas-  

ser ine Valley. The ba t ta l ion  moved from the bivouao apea a t  

2000 hours to  &Wraria then north and eas t  over a poor trail 

t o  D j  Hmra i n  order of Recor~naisstance, A, C, and B Companies. 

The vehicles of the Reconnaissance C c r m p m y  being l igh te r  t h m  

those of the gun companies were capable of gloving well out i n  

f ron t  to  begin reconnaissance i n  Kasserine Valley, When thra 

Reconnaissance Company cleared the pass a t  D j  H m a ,  radio 
e L  " 

communication was mask by the mountains. To d l e v i e t e  this 

condition, the Battalion Conmander ordered the C 5 d  vehiele 

of Headquarters Company equipped with i t s  long range radio t o  

be sent t o  join the Battal ion Command Post f o r  use as a re lay  

s t a t ion  between the Reconnaissance Company and the Battalion 

Colllplmd Post. (21) 

By morning of 20 February, dl gun companies were moving 

forward through Kasserine Valley t o  posit ions 2 miles west of 

Kasserine Pass with a* mission of stopping enemy amuor tha t  

might penetrate the  Stmk Force defensive position. The bat- 

ta l ion  was i n  posi t ion by 1630 hours a t  which time the Stark 

Force positions were being overrun by German infantrymen d o  

721) Personal knowledge 
(22) F - (3-2 E s t h a t e ,  Beb 18 t o  24. 

had encircled the posit ions fYomboth flanks by crossing the  
t @* 

c t  ( mountain tops, (22) Wfthont infantry pra tea  tion, Connnandm. $ +, )"-+= ,, ,,,,a. 
. :  1 
P" 
hs +- 

___.___.___..._.._l.-- "...., 

Gerusral, I1 Corps ordered the withdrawal of the 33rd FA aa6 

894th TD Battal ion t o  D j  IIauwa t o  Befend the passes there. 

The remnants of Stark Force withdrew to the north to Thala. 



When the battalion moved out in to  Kasserine Valley, the 

commnanaing officer sent a message t o  the cc~frmanding officer 

of Headquarters Company by motorcycle messenger but due to  

the muddy roads the messenger w a s  s ix  hows onroute to  the 

rear eehelan, a distance of approximately 20 miles. (a) 
On receipt of  the messege directing the selection of a rear  

echelon area i n  the vicini ty of Hai&a, the oome~amding offioer 

badquarters Company depated for  this area leaving the Bat- 

ta l ion Motor Sergeant i n  charge as no offioer was available 

for  duty as Headquarters Company executive offiaer. 'Fhe am-  

pany conmtmder ccanpleted his ~econnaisaance, reported to the 

Battalion Ooltrmand Post a t  approximately 2100 hours on the 20th. 

!be Battalion Conrmand Post had been moved out of Urser ine  

Valley to  i t s  new location along the Kasserine-HPidra road be- 

hind the Dj Hsmra pass. On his  arr ival  there, he war in fonad  - 
that  the Battalion 9-1 had been sent ta the rear echelon to  

bring back wery available man with exception of one d2kver 

per rear eohelon vehicle and the battalion matintenanoe usetion 

to  man weapons i n  the defensive positions. Ca~~118~1ding Offlaer, 

Beadquarters Company was also informed that the 8-1 was in- 

s tmated t o  s t a r t  the rear echelon movement t o  Haidra. After 

being briefed on the bat t le  situation he was direotod to  pro- 

ceed to  Haidra t o  intercrept the rear echelon vehic16an~i gnicle 

them into the area approved by the Battalion Commanding Offioer. 

When the Headquarterr Company commaader arrived a t  Haldra 

about midnight, he foand &at the 1st Armored Division had 

pr ior i ty  on the mad and that ell other uni ts  had been ordered 

off. After inquiring of a number of Milit- Police read 

B - C1-2, Estimate Feb 18th t o  24th 



guides he was f ina l ly  directed t o  an area west of Hd&a 

where the rear echelon vehlales were parked i n  an open f i e l d  

a mile short of the covered bivouac selected i n  the afternoon 

reconnaissance. bll drivers were andsene8 and dbec ted  i n  

the covered biivortae area before dam due t o  drmge~ of enmy 

air attacks. (24) 

,/ 
\ 

DEFENSE OF PASSES THROUGH DJ IuMRa 

Under cover of darkness on the night of 20 February, the 

bat tal ion dthdrew In compliance w i t h  the Corps directive to  

Dj Herm~a leaving Company B plus 6 tanks of I Dolapany, 13th 
b' 

Armored Regiment in position as t r ide  the ~asserix@-~aidra 

road approximately 10 miles east  of D j  Hamra. The mission of 
/ 

B Company was to  delay the enemy while the defensive poajtiens - 
were being prepared. The position 

ran perpendicular to  the road making excellent hull  def ilade 

positions f o r  the SP vehicles. Under cover of the delaying 

force the remainder of the battalion stspcted construction of 

the defensive position's fo r  a ' las t  d i t chf  stand. mine f i e l d s  

were l a i d  i n  the road approaches in to  the Kasserine-Haidra 

road paas by Beaoanaissance and C Companies. A Company moved 

on to  the north to  defend the pass leading to  Thala. A l l  SP 

weapona were placed i n  hull defiladed positions to aover the 

approaches and mmed  only by the gunner and loader while the 

other crew members, seonrity squads, and personnel from the 

rear echelon dug i n  r i f l e  and machine gun positions. (& 

Map C )  Construction o f  defensive positions were earr led on 

throughout the night without hinderance from the enemy. (25) 

(a4 Personal knowledge 
(25 j Personal knowledge 



Commanding Oeneral I1 Corps ordered CCB of the 1st Amnored 

Mvlsion t o  move t o  DJ Eamra t o  take coarmand of all troops s m t h  

of Oued Hatob a t 1 8 0 5  hours of 20 February. The first miit of 

CCB to  a r r ive  i n  the valley was the h d  Battalion, 6th  

Amored Infantry Regiment which took up posit ions at 0010 

hours, 21 February, defending the t rd l  leading to  the s m t h  

towerd Bma Chebka. (26) These posit ions were fnr ther  

strengthened by the a r r i v a l  of the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infan- 

t ry  a t  dam. (27) 

FIRE FIGHT OF TEE OUTPOST COMPlllJY 

A t  approximately 0200 hours on 21 Pebruarg, B Company i n  

i ts  outpost posit ion picked up the sound of l~arored vehicles 

approaching the position. A l l  teaks and TD1s were alerted, 

t o  f i r e  only on the command of the company commander inasmuch 

as he had been cautioned not t o  f i r e  on any f r iendly troops 

that  might be moving back front Kasserine Pass. men the ap- 

proachlng vehicles were within 200 yards of the company posi- 

tion, collrmands being given i n  English could b e  hewd but when 

the lead vehicles drew nearer the Oerpnan moss  was reaognized 

and the f i r e  order given. The armored pa t ro l  Was taken tlader 

f i r e  by all gum of the company a t  point blank range an8 a f t e r  

an how6 f i r e  f igh t  the enemy withdrew t o  the east. B Company 

suffered approximately 10 casua l t ies  k i l led ,  woun+%ed an& 

captured and the law of two l i g h t  SPls, one b$ d i rec t  hit 

on the chaaais. Due t o  derlcneaa accurate evaluation of 

drunage t o  the  enemy pa t ro l  could not be made. The C w p w  

(26) F - Operation Journal entry of 21 February 
(27) O - 5-1 Journal entry of 21 February 



Conntlander estimated the strength of  the enemy patrol t o  be 

30 t o  4.0 vehicles. (28) The battalion mbulance carrying 

the Battalion srtqeon an8 3 aidmen went forward frm the 

Battalion Cornand Post to  care f o r  the wounded. While caring 

f o r  the wounded, all were captured by the enemy. (29) Comb 

pang B saw no further sign ole the enemy and was ordered back 

a t  dawn and attached t o  the 2nd Battalion, 13th Armored Regi- 

ment which had -rived i n  position south of the 894th TD 

Battalion during the morning hours. (30) 

On the morning of 21 February the Battalion Cmanding 

Offioer ordered a l l  remaining motorcycles of the Battalion 

which had not been abandoned i n  the Tunisian mud to be turned 

in to  the rear echelon of the bat tal ion aa no mse c d d  be lade 

of them; further attempted use would have resulted i n  the loss  

of the remainder. (31) - .  
-I 

STRENGTHENISJG OF THE DJ EAMU DEFENSIVE POSITIOX 

D ~ h g  daylight of 21 February the build-up of the CCB 

defensive position wae continued with o n 4  minor en- at- 

tacks probing the D j  Bamra defenses. U1 positions were 

placed i n  readineas fo r  thd ntain enemy attack. The enemy 

unable to  find a sof t  spot i n  the defenses s m t h  of!Z&@ 

Hatab -- turned Ms attack to the north against T W a  where 

b i t t e r  fighting of tank versas tank took plaee on 22 Febru- 

my. (32) 

Throaghout the 21st and 2.€?nd the Battalion occupied i ts  

defensive positions i n  snpport of the CCB d t s .  On the 23rd 

(28) Personal knowledge 
(20) Personal knowledge 
(30) E - Operation Journal entFy of 21 F e b m q  
(31) Personal howledge 
(32) C - p* 31-32 
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CCB directed the ba t ta l ion  t o  es tab l i sh  out guard posts  with -- - 

p t  ' w the l i g h t  platoons on the trail t o  the north toward Thala and 
9 - --" - -  \ '  

d~ * 
t o  aassmble the remaincler of the ba t ta l ion  bmk of the main 

k) 
r 

i ., \ 
1- pass through D j  Hamra. Anticipating the withdrawal of the 

u 
enew through Kasserine Pass the Battalion Commanding Officer 

requested permission of COB t o  send a pa t ro l  around the r igh t  

flank t o  the heights overlooking the pass. The request was 

approved and the ba t ta l ion  pa t ro l  of approximately 35 men under 

control  of  the 1st Sergeant of C Company was sent out on the 

23rd. When the pa t ro l  was half  way to  the Pass, radio om- 

atmications was los t .  The pa t ro l  continued t o  i t a  objective 

only t o  sit  and watch the enemy p u l l  out. (33) 

CCB attacked a t  dawn on 24 Febmary with the 894th TD 

J ~ a t t a l i o n  assigned the flank seauri ty  d o n g  the southern edge 

ir"'--d4"- nf the valley. (34) In  the advance the only res is tance en- 
'" ( I f, 

1 1 ~ ~ ' :  countered- by the ba t t a l ion  was infantry outpost looated in 
) & I '  

l'b ,,,It 

br" f? 

the valley and i n  the draws leading t o  the a m t h  in to  the 

I mountains. The move forward was alowed by the tedious work 11 v )* ,I,+ 

' + of the seauri ty sqnads and reconnsrisaance platoons i n  f l u s h i w  

l k 8 .  out the enemy outposts i n  the rugged t e r r a i n  on the r i g h t  

flank. By noon on 25 February Xasserine Pass was taken by 

CCB. (See Xap D )  

THE DXPEHZSB OF KASSERINE PdSS 

The 16th ROT cane up from CCBla r igh t  f lank t o  defentl 

T33) Personal knowledge 
(34) E - Operation Journal entry of 23 Febmarg 



the Xasserine Pass on 26 February while units of the 1st 

Amored Division reorganieed for  frtrther action t o  the south, 

The 894th was attached t o  the 16th RCT to strengthen the Pas* 

against possible conaterattack. (35) The Reconadssance Pla- 

toons of the battalion equipped with a l l  available mine de- 

tectors were used t o  ass i s t  the Engineer troops i n  cleaPing 

the roads of mines eas t  of the Pass toward Sbeitla and Feriana, 

while the battalion BPfa remained i n  position8 overwatching 

the appmaahes t o  Kasaerine Pass* (36) 

ANALYSIS dllD CRTTICIS! 

1 r COMMUHICATIOMB 

In mountainous ter ra in  many new problems of communications 

are encoantered by mechanieed uni ts  i n  open type warfue such 

as was evident i n  Tanisla. In the i n i t i a l  move into Kasserine 

Valley the bat tal ion was unable to d n t a i n  ccamaunicatioae with 

the reconnaissance elements because of the bigh mountaims 

land masses between tranatnitters and receivere. To remove th i s  

d l f f lcul ty  the battalion rear mhelon was deprived of i t 8  only 

radio means of c ~ c a t i o n  with the battalion command post. 

To regain coarmunications forward o f  the col~mand post the rear  

echelon radio was used as a relay atation, Without radio cola- 

lrrclnicationa w i t h  the rear  echelon the battalion o m a n & P  had 

ts rely on motorcycle messengers or officers as mes~engers 

u t i l i z ing  1/4 ton vehicles t o  deliver orders. 

The dispatch of orders to  Headquarters Compaay. Commander 

to  reconniter f o r  a new resu. echelon delayed the movement of 

(35) E - Operation Journal entry of 25 Febmarg 
(36) Personal knowledge 
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the r ea r  echelon by s i x  hours due t o  the messengerrs dlf- 

f i c u l t y  i n  covering the 20 mile distance over muddy roads on 

motoraycle. Movement sir hours e a r l i e r  would have placed the 

rear  echelon i n  the new area ahead of the p r i o r i t y  road move- 

ment of the 1st Armored Division and would have been i n  more 

aocessible posi t ion to  a s s i s t  the bat ta l ion i n  preparation 

of t h e  defensive posit ions on D j  Hama. 

The use of motorcycles f o r  conrmunication i n  other in-  

stances also meant delay because of the muddy roads fotlnd 

throughout the area. 

The mission of the pa t ro l  sent to  the posi t ion overlook- 

ing Kasserine Pass f a i l e d  because i t  was unable t o  ccjnmur~ic~te 

with the parent organization. The l imited range of the P & O  

oarried by the pa t ro l  aoomed i t  t o  f d l u r e .  Had the range 

fac tor  been considered, addit ional  radios could have been 

car r ied  forward t o  e s t ab l i sh  relay s t a t ions  along the route 

over which information of prime importance would have grea t ly  

aided i n  the at tack down the valley. 

2. TRAINING 

In  the preparation of defensive posit ions on D j  H-a the 
I 

bat ta l ion  commander recognized the vulnerabi l i ty  of the u n i O  

in a defensive s i tua t ion  without infantry to  protect  against 

enemy in f i l t r a t ion .  To make up f o r  this deficiency he used a l l  

available personnel t o  supplement the  rifleman i n  the securi ty 

squads and the reconnaissance platoons. During the period the 

orgarization was i n  England waiting the a r r iva l  of i t s  heavg I 

equipment, extensive infantry weapons t ra ining had been con- 

ducted f o r  all personnel i n  the battal ion.  This t ra ining was 

not only valuable i n  the defense but  also i n  the mopping up 



of enemy pockets on the r i g h t  f lank during the attack. 

During the build-up of the COB defense posit ion the bat- 

ta l ion  could have ass is ted the Combat C o a r c l l a  i n  f i r i n g  artil- 

l e ry  mlssioas wlth the SP 75 m guns which were the r e g u l a ~  

French 75 f i e l d  guns s l igh t ly  modified wid i n s t a l l ed  on 

half-track vehicles. The ba t ta l ion  could not of fer  this ad- 

d i t iona l  support ro le  beoanse of the f ac t  none of the bat- 

t a l ion  personnel hadbeen t ra ined i n  indi rec t  f i r e  methods. 

Thle lack of t ra ining was not overlooked but merely the re-  

s u l t s  of untimely supply just  pr ior  t o  departure froma Oran 

of the indirec t s ights  f o r  the guns. 

The f a i l u r e  of Cmpatlg B t o  ident i fy  the approaching 

arrnored pa t ro l  u n t i l  i t  was almost i n  the delaying posit ion 

cen be contributed t o  the lack of outpost personnel untrained 

i n  ident i f ica t ion  of enemy equipment under cover of darkness. 

TMs can not r igh t ly  be ca l led  a f a i l u r e  inasmuoh as the Wt 

did gain c o q l e t e  surpr ise  and loreed the enemy t o  withdraw 

axid d e l v i n g  h i s  a t tack  against D j  Batnra. 

In the f i n a l  analysis i t  i s  evident tha t  specialized 

c a b a t  n n i t s  must be capable of perfomdng many ro les  o u t s l b  

i ts  special  roles. 

LESSOHS 

1. Unit re=  echelons must be provided w i t h  mean8 of 

r e l i a b l e  and rapid colrnmrnications with the command post at 
0 

all times. 

2. In niountainms t e r r a i n  where open warfare i s  en- 

countered, additional radios should be provided motorized 

W t s  t o  serve as  relay s t a t ions  between the command post 



and elements of the unit. 

3. Patrols sent beyond the range of available radios 

must be mppiemented by additional radios and operating 

personnel t o  es tabl ish relay s t a t  ions along the routes. 

4. I n  combat v e a s  having poor roads, motorcycles 

should be replaced by 1/4 ton vehicles during the rainy 

seasons. 

5. Personnel of special  motoriaed un i t s  must be 

trained t o  f i gh t  on the ground as infantrypien. 

6. Units equipped with SP weaponbhavlng a r t i l l e r g  

capabi l i t ies  msti be t ra ined i n  indi rec t  f i r e  procedure. 

7 .  Personnel placed on outpost duty d u ~ i n g  hours of 

darkness must be trained i n  equipment ident i f icat ion and 

night vision. 






